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<^ai’T3aliardi, Siri How can you, reminisconce about the pulps and nop 
mention the greatest pulp of all time - Adventure? Ihat other pulp had sued a 
wide range of stories of such high quality? I hope no one intends to say tha 
Argosy did. Adventure had it hands down over Argosy. The stofiedWbrh ‘far 'more 
literate (a literate story is ;a gopd story wel.l\t^ 
them are even minor classics. (John Buchan, Rafael Sabatini, Harold Lamb, Tal­
bot Mundy, and other authors had much ■ of ^eir,,b^ work in .Adyqqt^r^ . T. 
Stribling’s Pulitzer Prize winning nove|?waa serialized- in ^dven,ti^a<as was.mgst 
of Stribling’s work.) Scienc^tfictM»vanOW excluded,by polioy,,^ch
perhaps explains why sf fans largely ignore it.’ Yet 'tt panted sw 
time great sf novels, "Ramsden", "The Nine Unknown", and "King of the World* all 
h^Talbot Wndy plus fantasy andxscience.ficidon shorts by su^ T* s*
Stribling and Henry 5. Whitehead and borderline stories by Harold Lamb and other 
authors.

■ ' v .hTiat’-ido ^ou mean-that Burroughsjlearned;a, lot about women_ aft,erWaiting
and Tarzan' series :qnd before; writing 7 the Pellucidar and Wt$r.^ 

Hie first Barsoom story was published in 1912, the first Tarzan in 1912, the 
vf&^I^lucito in-W the first AfctOd^^ last published Barsoom
Wry’wa^ihM9434'; the;last published Tarzan m, in 1947 (though the story was 
wri^tbn W49^) i '-^he. las polished; Pellucito 1942 while the : last Pub­
lished Amtbr story was also in 1942. If Burroughs gained considerable kn^^ 
of women after the Barsoom and Tarzan series and before the Pellucidar and Amtor 

^^stblde&^eteWimsd^ in. his time machine trying to into
a-'period''betwben;W^ '" 7 z

-r'T. — -""Tr-r^—. r' : ; * ■ .. 1. '.I}' •" X"T ■ '
‘ Sac&Whrdb,'backwards. ..I; mean .sideways;^.multiply; by i.. .p time in tpy night,

El^bhargastin^ #26 - Burnett Toskey ; j J < . ■ ■■...

; ~i- The"Hbusfe:the' Borderland was recently reprinted, by Ace. i^n an unabridged 
veraient Chs nearly as I .could tell from counting the words in each edition).
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■ "New Stories of Tarzan"/Jungle Tales of Tarzan/Tarzan’s Jungle Tales should 
read like a series of shorts. That’s what they were in Blue Book Magazine.

,” they appeared frbm Sep; 16 until 17 (twolvd in sll)« As for the order 
dn;wl^ah-'they should be .read local’ fah: StOYd Francis says, it’s nuiober 5 whiles.

is. for hiunber: 6. that Burroughs intended I dori^t' kh<^
f■ to Tarzan books. /'

Retro #28 - F. M. Busby ' ; ;■

’Yesl.Kuttnerid;’’Nothing ;ButiGipfeerbread Left" was a .42-43_ story. . Mpinlyp 
beo^Bise it .was; in. the J ait ASF which appeared on the slapbs’:'ih ;,« :

<■ 
Utgard #1 - tDaVe Hulan . - ' ( <!'. . t;;-7: Ytd'KrZ '"c'tl

You needn’t wonder that Burroughs left an opening for a never-wri$t^.  ̂
tn Tarzan at the Earth’s Core. Instead of there being only four Pellucidar stories 
(At^heEa^th* s^Qare, PellucidarTanar of Pellucidar and Tarzan at the Earth* s 
Cord); tittifere iar^.■ a ■ total ;of ;at least ,f.en».. They continue on in tiie
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"Seven Worlds to Conquer"/Back to the Stone Age, "Return to- Pellucidar", "Men of 
the Bronze Age”, "Tiger Girl"> Land of Terror* "Savage Pellucidar" (I’m assuming \ 
that "Savage Pellucidar" follows Land of Terror slnce it’A vdt?td her published) 
and.lf the manuscript c^ -etc^ ..’of Pellucidar". < After you’ve
re^^ese let’s

MistiiY'Meandering.^ -XEred ;7'\ .<7x^.5. ‘r//5 ' L > "
c . ... J ‘ \ X . - , .”7, .

- Alic^Horton*-stfour shorty 7.777X i \
"Ifad Pe^ Fdfatasy Book ‘ ’ 7 ’ J 1 *
"The , ."'Gifts of Asti'7. Fantasy Book #3 , ‘ - .v
"All Cats,- Are Gray’S Fantastic Unjvef se; Aug-Sep/ 53 • . . i ' ; *'• < t
"Mousetrap" F&SF Jun 54 . . .. / '•

’ • X .• Z'4 z.Z-. .-K .v-'f- ... .'. . .
- :.-Hi^ ^rst three appeared,as by7Andrw North".whilb theJ^^

Norton”. ' ' X'"X yr ■ \ . ....... . ,

':u i;- to find out.anything about Hadley publications just ask Don Grant, »
X • -West-Kingston, Rhode island (yes, ‘that is his complete address). He was Hadley*s 

part^-fand continued-with his Qrandon Co, imprint after the end of Hadley, pubs.’

; z I;’ W$r&' is more than a couple ofyears* difference in. time'between Burroughs* 
"•The Red. Hawk" 5.'3ep-3 Oct 25 Argosy-rAll-Stofy and Stephen Vihcent Benet*s "By f' 
the Waters, of Babylon" which appeared in, the 31 Jul/37 Saturday* Evening, Post X.

■ ''''77-X.7 . /. , 1 .J,

Other stories of a destroyed U. Si before the *20’s are such ^tfe^mpts'd’S' 'Arthur 
Xlk,ain.*.s..aM^ The' thevEafthLBiicdi is c&>v- /
righ^di914, the purtis. Publishing.:'C®^.;^nd so evidently appeared" in* thb

whi^ appeared in the ;Nbv 1
7 17 - Jan 18 Gosmbpolitan; and-in such attempted^preludes as Stewart"Fdward’White's 

ghe Sign at SIS (a sequel to The Mystery in which he Collaborated: with Samuel 
Hopkins AdaMs to produce one of sf’s first uses-of atcciip energy). Success in 

. .^troying the G.S» came in. George Allan ihgland* s novels in fee^Cavaiien. "Dark­
ness .and Dawn",. Jan « Feb 12^$^.^.^ the,;preat- ;C^ Feb

' 13, Fm Jun 41 and "The Afterglow" 14 Jun-5' Jul 13, FFM Dec 4.1. !!a11 Wreh Cf
these novels appeared in one volume*, under the first title, from. Small, Maynard 
& Co. in 19T4. ~ -v. v , ..J

\ H. &. Jifells* book version of Things TbGCo&eiwas Published: in 1935. The film, , 
Ihfo ^happ of - to Gom,eappeared in 1936.Ed-Wobd a still from
this; film for a very effective cover on his fan&he.i So Things To Come definitely 
'postdates "The Red Hawk" by ten years. (You. seem th b^"confused about the date 
of the appearance of "The Red Hawk". You consider a 35 and a 37 effort to nearly ■■ 7 contemporaneous.) :■ f

The biggest loss in. the SAPS .mailing wad the iack of Warhoon. But I’m still 
not deprived of my usual pleasure of discussing sf with’ Baxter in these pages.

i 7 - J JX. ' ' - < "'x 1 v ,7L. -AXv .
John Baxter, Box 39, King Street PO. Sydney, NSW, Australia-;wri’t^sr-;
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. , -X there td. anjrneed to ’’nite chapter and ^erse" to prove--Ana- 1
log should be publishing: adult sf. Clearly the magazine’s policy is directed  ̂



top'ardlB adults; the advertising matter, quality of presentation, price and circu­
lation al| argue an qttempt to reach the sophisticated achilt m
that of magazines like Fantastic. Cai^hlfc makes, no secret of these intentions. 
You111 remember the recent readers poll* the published results of whichindicated 
that the average age Of the Anaida readers is about thirty. His recent decision 
to go large was dictated by the requirements of' advertisers, a fact that he stress­
ed often in the period before and after the change. All this proves, to my satis­
faction anyway, that Campbell would prefer drisp sub cheques to sticky dimes from 
the hands of loving juvenile buyers.

You’re right —there aye some people who like education. But in the age 
braokety lS are definitely in the j&rior^ And the number of those
who would welcomea fqw years of forced hypribpaedia and machine education from an 
Okie 'city computer; is even smaller.* especially .among children of lower-blass back- 
ground and littleformal schooling* Thisis what makes Crispin de Ford sUch a 
falisftcharacter. His appearance is a little too fortuitous# like the sudden dis­
covery in some: books that the hero ”just; happens” to speak’ tlrdu or possess & ' 
degree in astrophysics, Good novels are hot built or - happy accidents.

Juvenile npvels sell reasonably well dpt here/ but as the profit margin is 
so much lower than that of the US, it is usually only mediocre British stuff that 

r gets here, leavened by -the odd Clarke piece. Very little Heinlein hatd bdeh done, 
in Australia.# to, my knowledge, ' The ’ first will probably be The Rolling Stones 
which Gollancz is bringing out soon, (^/when I say "HOinleih”, I mean the ' 
juveniles* of course — his adult stuff is quite common.) Perhaps a clue to the 
unpopularity of reprint American material among publishers is given by the case 
of Kish’s The Star Dwellers. " Ptttnam*s; edition sold for $3» 5O ■— ^ber’ s British 
reprint for 17/- (about $1.75}, I’m sure nobody made much money Out of that.

’ Adventure " novels , in my book:, are those novels which retain readdr interest 
by sheer .pace, energy and motion, stevensdn was the best that I
know; Eric Ambler is another; John Buchan, in some of his novels anyway, -came very 
close to eqb^ity with ^tevenson. All pf'these mep relied for reader interest 
ip/pace; pace of writingstyle, pace of action,s pace of dialogue! The pot had ‘ v 
to be.kept boiling. It is not surprising that it was in books and films of ac- 
tion .that the flashback and the cliff-hanging scene switch were discovered-arid 
perfected. In this torrent of .impressions*. discoveries and explanations, there 
is no ropm for even the most perfunctory romantic interlude. Sex won’t move fast 

• for anybody,, and writers of adventure’fiction, as a rule, are awake to thia fact.

V Thanks for the comparison with Knight— it meansmore coming from you than 
-it would from most people. . \‘\

?As; for -the business of ’’specifics” vs. '‘generalizations'*; qne thing; I learned 
! from Khight is the danger of without reliable standards.- In a number

of cases®'this/has. left him in thb of liking a book but being unable to
, say-so .withw^ previous statements., A goodcritic should nqyer be
caught thia way,;,and I hope to avoid i,t myself by stating my standards quite 
clearlyandcomparing any given book with them.,. That Wrih the/point of my general­
isations about juvenile sf. Once you know my attitude tothe juvenile field, my 
comments on “A Life For the Stars” come Into pers^eti^ think, is in
the best interest of all concerned*

Mhybe Knight was a-little :too interest the "rotten trees” of sf; but 
isn’t the task of a custodian to weed out the rotten plai^ so as to allow rbbm 
for the healthy Ones to grow? We dWe a lot to Damon Knight, and I hesitate



tp^^tici^e-Mn fpp thb few errbfs that, he has made. As for both of ns ^ping 1 
trying 1bat blame Knight,for giving, up the Whole

businp^Xo^X^iti^^ as a bad. job. It is a.pretty thankless job, .as I’m
, . T"’’ T" .. .- ,-

$eep,up th,e comments. Norm — they’re quite"a‘-help. ,, y c. ।
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John

((^S^Sk.you’re making an bnrpriwhen ybu bso^eji^
all good sf; Aether’of not’it!s "adult1 or ^juvenile".Admittedly, a juvenile 
/is handicapped by being written "down" for youpger readers. But when .you conr.j. 

* sider. that.so much of what is termed adult, sf’is so poor and’that the juveniles 
of tfeinleinj Norton :and some, sparse examples from the Uinsion sefies.piua a.few- 

”5pthers are superior, to the' average adult faro then I, fdr one, am qAte glad to.
read them, *

...................  ‘ f ■ ' ; " c > r .m
.If. stories are to be/pply about ordinary people like you,and / then I’m not 

interested in reading them unless.the author-delves deeply into characterisation.
‘ And. &Yen\t^en I'would probably preferAb read home run-of-the-mill, sf.' W-s-is. 

why I (jlph’t pbjgct,to Crispin de lord’s'willingness to learn, I know that it*s^ 
unustra^t;-;l*4e- had''exphrience teaching servicemen who were being forced to go.to 
school., 5pnt even some of, them were, pager to'leam. , , t . i < 1

; l.Your.,.quoted price and conversion'for"Ihe Star Dwellers is |n Australian 
‘shillings,^rigtot? . . , . ' '' • A

' ' Ah, I kpew we .didn’t define .adventure novels using the., same criteria. * I; dp / 
hot'r^tript adventure novelsW'ttiosl^ and motion."
I’m only concerned with whether, or not there is ’Adventure in the novel. And I’m 

” amused by ypur saying that "overt sex,'profanity and the, rest” have no.place ip.
an adventure hovel ahd then citing Stevenson and Buchan. In the first, place, 
mo’St of SteVenspn’s hovels are’ juveniles, (yes, John) which were, written, for the. 
uBildiwn*^’pulps of VietoM&’^glan&.>%^ interesting, .tq
adhlts is/4 tritjute to Stevenson. .But dori’t forget th&t taboos,were (and still., 
are’) prevalent in the magazine industry. And Buchan had a great deal of bis, Work 

"fi^st 'in Anhs .Post and Mature,. opth, of
’which'“zineS had' rathei- Puritanical ‘ standards "at"the time; he was appearing In them. 

b.Ahd^tpi^ipy fair djpd give e$aM^e^ thqrph^lly wtlyated
by^beX^thoughhotborhdgfaphicbyanys^^^ the l&a^aW^nl^^ }
one which is also one of the classics of sf. : I’m refe^yihg to, Wi^
son’s 1B1.QOO wqrd The Night Land. - This was-never serialize.d.,in any magazine ; 
that 1 know of' though Hodgbon .speared in gljie^i.with sow fantasies from 190,7

‘ through 1918.' to quote Lovecraft on' The Mght land: ’’Allowing for all its faults, 
it is fei qhe Of‘the most potent'pieces of macabre imagination ever written. The 
picture of Ja highfiblack, dead planet, with ,
trated in a stupendously vast metal pyramid and besieged by monstruous, hybrid.

"■^arid 'AMgether UnlcnoTTn forces of th^ darkness, is something that ho reader opn. • 
eVer Vibe Outsider ,'amd Others., p. 5^2). Read the novel for your enjoy-
ment ahd then let’s" reopen the discussion. . / . ' ' '

a ■■

Bah,, t° your ..attitude of not wanting to. like a book because of your, standards. 
A good 'critic should never let hi$ standards interfere with his enjoyment pf ,a


